
T
H
E

Lower Moreland Township School District
Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent of Schools

InsiderNewsletter

Lower Moreland High School has four National  Merit Semifinalists and ten Commended Scholars, 
identified by taking the 2015 PSAT (National Merit Scholar Qualifying Test). Across the country, 
1.6 million juniors took the test and the top 50,000 are recognized, with 16,000 semifinalists and 
34,000 commended scholars. Approximately 15, 000 students are projected to become finalists.

National Semifinalists
Chloe Berger, Katherine Farber, 
Clayton Howard and Glenn Oh

Commended Scholars
Alexandra Casey, Joseph Chalhoub, Allison Gong, 

Elizabeth Harmon, Benjamin Keller, Andrew Nguy, Chirag Ram, 
Ankita Sarkar, Marjanna Smith, and Alexander Vasserman 

The 2nd annual Lower Moreland/Bryn Athyn 5K Community Color Run, a fundraiser for 
the Lower Moreland High School Mini-THON, was held on September 17th. It was a very 
successful day of charity and community with over $10,000 raised for the Four Diamonds 
Fund and the fight against pediatric cancer. 

Students participated from...

Lower Moreland High School
Murray Avenue School and...

Pine Road Elementary School

Congratulations! National Merit Scholar Qualifiers! 

School and Community Engagement in Action - 2nd COLOR RUN
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Dr. Cagla Tukel, Assistant Professor of Micro-biology 
and Immunology, helped students in Mrs. Fahy’s 
Kindergarten classroom conduct experiments on 
bacteria. Dr. Tukel is the mother of one of the students  
and visited Mrs. Fahy’s classroom on November 1st.

Bacteria reproduce when one cell splits into two 
cells in a process called binary fission. Fission occurs 
rapidly in as little as 20 minutes. Under perfect 
conditions a single bacterium could grow into over 
one billion bacteria in only 10 hours! Bacteria thrive 
in warm temperatures, especially those close to body 
temperature. The human body, therefore, provides 

an ideal environment for many 
types of bacteria to grow. The 
students pressed their dirty 
hands into one dish and clean 
hands into another. They waited 
two days to see which dish would 
have bacteria growing inside.

Lower Moreland High School Business Teacher, 
Mrs. Catherine Siciliano, participated in a 
workshop hosted by BB&T Bank to discuss 
innovative financial education resources that 
improve the financial capability of young 
Americans. It highlighted the impact of the BB&T 
Financial Foundation’s program and provided 
a training on how this resource can be used by 
Pennsylvania educators at no cost to the schools 
or taxpayers. Since 2010, the program has reached 
more than 326,000 students.

BB&T has underwritten the cost of the EverFi 
- Financial Literacy platform. The Financial 
Literacy platform is an engaging, online resource 

that uses video, animations and interactive activities to bring complex financial concepts to life. EverFi tracks 
individual student progress and knowledge gain and provides students who successfully complete the course with 
certification in financial literacy, which can be a powerful tool for job, college and internship applications.

Experiencing Science in the Classroom

Teaching Students Financial Responsibility
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This past school year, the 7th grade students participated 
in the “Memory Project”; a unique opportunity where 
students were connected with orphans from Peru and 
asked to create a portrait in their likeness. These children 
do not have many material possessions and the portraits 
serve as a reminder that they are loved and cared for and 
that they are valuable. The portraits are theirs to keep as a 
“memory” of their childhood. Together, along with a few 
select schools across the United States,  Murray Avenue 
School students were able to raise $4,000 to enhance the 
quality of their  education. The students’ artwork was 

exceptional. Recently, the founders of the project traveled 
to Peru to hand deliver the portraits to the children. They 
created the video below so our students could see the joy 
on their faces as they received the artwork. Please view it 
using the link below.

http://lmtsd.org/Domain/283

For more information about the Memory Project, please 
see their website: 

www.memoryproject.org

Lower Moreland got into the Halloween spirit! Pine Road 
School students held their annual Halloween parade 
around the school while proud parents, grandparents, 
and family friends cheered them on.

Murray Avenue School students and staff got in on the 
fun as well, with some colorful and creative costumes.

The High School was the site of the annual Kids’ Night 
Out event, part of the fundraising activities of the Lower 
Moreland Mini-THON, which supports the fight against 
pediatric cancer. 

Kids Night Out

Teachers have fun!

The Memory Project

Halloween Spirit!

Is there a doctor in the house?

Mm Mm Good!

http://lmtsd.org/Domain/283 
http://www.memoryproject.org
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Pine Road School teachers, parents, students and other volunteers came together 
for two afternoons in October to participate in a clean-up of the Nature Trail and 
Playground Track.  The Nature Trail was developed in 1999 by Joyce Pounds, a former 
Pine Road teacher, in partnership with Project L.A.B.S.  Two new trees were planted 
along the trail by the father of Mrs. Arnwine, a Kindergarten teacher.

Keeping Pine Road Nature Trail Beautiful

On November 2nd, the Harlem Wizards Basketball Team took on 
the Lower Moreland All Stars, a team consisting of staff from all 
three schools and PA State Representative, Tom Murt. The event, 
which served as a fundraiser for the Lower Moreland PTA, was a 
fun-filled, high-flying and interactive community event. 

Harlem Wizards Basketball Team 
is no match for the

Lower Moreland All Stars

4.
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It was another banner year for the LMHS Girls Tennis 
team, coached by Dr. Jeannette Hausman. The team 
repeated as both league and District 1 Champions.  
Elizabeth Berzin was the league singles champion 
and she and Gabby Zaydenberg were the league and 
district doubles champions.

The girls’ tennis team advanced to the quarterfinal 
round of the state tournament with an impressive 4-1 
win over Masterman in the first round of the state 

tournament. 

On October 28th, the Girls Tennis Team defeated 
Lancaster Catholic High School in the quarterfinals 
to advance to the state semi-finals,  but, in the semi-
finals, a strong team from Beaver High School ended 
their state title run. They should be proud of their 
accomplishments throughout the season and reaching 
the final four in the state championships for the second 
year in a row! 

Tennis Team: In the Swing

Tennis Team finishes season Top 8 in the State Doubles winners for League and Districts

Tennis Team advances to the Final Four! Girls Tennis Team, Lower Moreland Pride!
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 Blanche Morton
Caroline Nihill 

Nora Morton
Samantha Rowland

 
Laurie Morton
Giovanna Ditro

6.

Dr. Jamie Lincow, a Lower Moreland High School Spanish teacher, wrote a blog on the 
website babycenter.com, about raising her children to be bilinguial. In her blog she 
wrote, “Spanish isn’t my mother tongue but I speak it to my kids. I’m not a native Spanish 
speaker. I consider myself to be a Spanish speaking enthusiast, and my lifelong passion 
for speaking the language and fostering bilingualism in my household rivals that of any 
truly native hispanohablante.” Read more: http://blogs.babycenter.com/mom_stories/spanish-isnt-
my-mother-tongue-but-i-speak-it-to-my-kids/

Lincow’s
 Blog 

On November 10-12th, the 
Lower Moreland High School 

Drama Club
presented 

Brighton Beach Memoirs is 
set in Brooklyn, New York in 
September 1937, during the 
Great Depression. This timeless 
comedy by Neil Simmons, 
focuses on Eugene Morris 

Jerome, a Polish-Jewish American teenager growing up and searching for identity as he tries to deal 
with his family, including his older brother Stanley, his parents Kate and Jack, Kate’s sister Blanche, and 
her two daughters, Nora and Laurie, who come to live with them after their father’s death.

Brighton Beach Memoirs Cast List

Eugene Jerome
Josh Brog

 
Stanley Jerome

Chase Otto 

Kate Jerome
Piper Charlton 

Jack Jerome
Ben Keller

Brighton Beach
 Memoirs

http://blogs.babycenter.com/mom_stories/spanish-isnt-my-mother-tongue-but-i-speak-it-to-my-kids/ 
http://blogs.babycenter.com/mom_stories/spanish-isnt-my-mother-tongue-but-i-speak-it-to-my-kids/ 


2016 September - November Newsletter

7.

Lower Moreland High School held its annual Mini-
THON on November 18th, marking the 10th anniversary 
of the event. The students raised $151,691.81 for the 
Four Diamonds Fund and the fight against pediatric 
cancer. Seth Baron, who along with Cody Pearson, 
serve as faculty advisors, said, “Cody and I are blown 
away at the effort, love and dedication shown by our 
Lower Moreland High School students.”

The money was raised by various efforts throughout 
the fall and culminated in the Mini-THON, where the 
students danced, sang and played games in an effort to 

remain on their feet for twelve hours. The Mini-THON 
is modeled after the 48- hour event that began at Penn 
State University.

The Four Diamonds Fund, which is the recipient of 
the money raised, offsets the cost of pediatric cancer 
treatment not covered by insurance, as well as, expenses 
that may disrupt the welfare of the child. The Fund also 
supports the medical team that cares for the children 
and supports pediatric cancer research through start-
up grants and the Four Diamonds Pediatric Cancer 
Research Institute.
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Lower Moreland High School Music Teacher, Erin Stroup, has been named a 2016 Music & 
Arts Music Educator of the Year semi-finalist by Music & Arts. Winners will be announced 
at Music & Arts’ Annual Midwest Reception on 
December 15th.

2016’s Music Educator of the Year will be selected 
by having the highest scores in the following 
categories:

• Ingenuity in their academic program 
and design

• Excellence in band performance
• Creativity in program growth
• Leadership influence and impact in their 

respective communities
 
The district is proud of this recognition for Mr. Stroup.

Semi-Finalist 

in 2016

Music

&

Arts Awards

Stroup
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Honoring Our Veterans

American Legion 
Post 0798

State Representative and Veteran, Tom Murt, 
was the keynote speaker.

An Evening to Honor Veterans was held on November 
4 at Lower Moreland High School. The program was 
organized by Mrs. Shannon Dallahan, K-2 School 
Counselor at Pine Road Elementary School. The 
event started off with a Presentation of the Colors by 
members of American Legion Post 0798. The keynote 
address was given by State Representative Tom Murt, 
himself a veteran who served in the Iraq war. Music 

selections were provided by the 4th and 5th Grade 
Chorus and the Murray Avenue Orchestra. Pine Road 
School students read thank you letters to our veterans 
and a video was shown that was made by Isabella 
Duarte, a 9th Grade student at Lower Moreland High 
School. Finally, the many veterans in the audience 
were asked to stand and be recognized for their service 
to our country with a standing ovation.
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Thanks to the efforts of Ellen Zschunke and Kathy 
Krupa, Pine Road School’s Librarian and Technology 
Teacher, the school has been recognized as a Common 
Sense Certified School: Digital Citizenship. Mrs. 
Zschunke and Mrs. Krupa also received designation as 

Common Sense Digital Citizenship Certified Educators. Common Sense Education’s innovative and research-
based digital citizenship resources were created in collaboration with Dr. Howard Gardner of the GoodPlay Project 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. The resources teach students, educators, and parents tangible skills 
related to Internet safety, protecting online reputations and personal privacy, managing online relationships, and 
respecting creative copyright. The free resources are currently used in more than 90,000 classrooms nationwide.

The Foundation for Lower Moreland Schools is the recipient of a generous 
$5,000 check from Hatboro Federal Savings Bank. This money will be 
used to support the District’s K-12 Robotics and Coding Project and 
upgrades to the video studios at all three schools. By donating this money 
to the Foundation, Hatboro Federal will be able to take advantage of tax 
credits made available through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program for businesses.

For more information about EITC, please visit the Foundation’s page on 
www.lmtsd.org. Dr. Marykay Feeley, Superintendent of Schools, 

accepts the check from Linda Roehner, 
President/Chief Executive Officer, of Hatboro 
Federal Savings.

FOUNDATION receives DONATION

BLOOD DRIVE at PINE ROAD

Pine Road School was the site of 
a blood drive on November 22nd, 
arranged by Andrea Succi, Library 
Assistant/Gifted Clerical Support. 

The American Red Cross was on hand 
to take 35 donations of life-saving blood. 

Lower Moreland High School students 
helped out by recruiting donors as they voted at 

the High School on Election Day.

http://www.lmtsd.org
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